Union Area School District 
New Castle, Pennsylvania
Public Board Meeting Minutes 
Union Area Board of School Directors 
October 16, 2019

The Union Area Board of School Directors met in public session on October 16, 2019 in the MS/HS Board Room for the Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM.  The following persons were in attendance: 

Board Members:					Administrators: 				
Dr. Michael Hink
Mr. Donald Friend					Dr. Michael Ross, Superintendent 
Ms. Debra Allebach					Mr. Scott O’Donnell, Director of Curriculum & Instruction  
Mr. John Bertolino					Mr. Rob Nogay, MS/HS Principal
Mr. Arin Biondi					Ms. Linda O’Neill, Elementary Principal 
Ms. Roxanne Exposito				Ms. Samantha Laverty, Business Manager / Board Sec
Mr. Robert Mrozek			 
Mr. John Pacella					Media:  New Castle News					
Ms. Elizabeth A. Sylvester				Solicitor: Lou Perrotta, Esq. 
							Public: See attached list

Board Members Not Present:  Mr. Robert Mrozek 

Call to Order 
Dr. Hink called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Mr. Hink requested those in attendance to join in the salute to the flag at 6:30P.M.  
  
Pride & Promise Award (6:31 PM) 
Dr. Ross introduced Dom Summers for the October 2019 Pride & Promise Award. 

Student Council Report (6:36 PM) 
Elementary School Student Council presented the 2019-20 fundraising and upcoming events. 

Public Comment on Agenda Items (6:44PM) 
Dr. Hink called for public comment at 6:44 PM.  

Dr. Hink further explained that the cooperative agreement was not placed on the agenda.  Therefore if you have any comment or request it must be on an agenda item unless it was requested prior to the meeting to speak.  

There was no public comment on agenda items. 

Dr. Hink announced Ms. Amy Chornenky made a request to speak at the board meeting. 

Ms. Chornenky thanked the board for allowing her to speak.  She further questioned the meeting with football that involved students and some concerns on the message and feelings behind a co-op.  Ms. Chornenky asked if the list of students who signed up to play football felt pressured not only to play but to save the school.  Ms. Chornenky asked that the decision be made on more than a color and thanked the board. 

Informational Items (6:49 PM) 

A.  Varsity Football Discussion and Update 
B.  Water Testing Update 

Executive Session (6:59) PM) 
Dr. Hink called for executive session to discuss personnel for the purpose of hiring and contract language. 
Executive session ended at 7:43 PM. 


Action Items (7:43PM) 

Allebach moved to approve the following consent agenda items 

A.  	Approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held on September 18, 2019 and the minutes of the special meeting on September 25, 2019. 
B.  	Approve the Financial Report and Treasurer’s Report dated September 30, 2019.  
C. 	Approve the Purchase Order List from September 17, 2019 through October 11, 2019 in the amount of $51,672.81.
D. 	Approve the checklist from September 19, 2019 through October 16, 2019 in the amount of $607,039.20. 
E. 	Approve the Cafeteria Invoice dated October 8, 2019 in the amounts of $34,737.47.
F. 	Approve the High School Financial Account Reports (Activities Account, Athletic Fund, and Letterman’s Club) dated 	September 30, 2019:

Bertolino seconded (8 yes).  The motion carried.  

Sylvester moved to hire Kaylin Clingensmith as a part-time elementary art teacher and paid in accordance to the UAEA Agreement.  Exposito seconded (8 yes).  The motion carried. 

Allebach moved to table agenda item #10 part-time physical education position.  Friend seconded (8 yes).  The motion carried. 

Sylvester moved to approve the commercial tax abatement application for Mr.  & Mrs. Mark Morelli for new construction on 1814 West State Street, New Castle, PA 16101 as presented.  Biondi seconded (8 yes).  The motion carried. 

Allebach moved to approve the attached LERTA application from Mr. Douglas McCaskey for 334 Mathews Way for a new construction home approximately $139, 800 (34-4224).  Exposito seconded (8 yes).  The motion carried. 

Friend moved to approve the facility request made by Union Area PTO for the Union Memorial All-Purpose Room on Saturday, December 14, 2019 from 9:00 AM to 10:30 AM.  The purpose of the request is for breakfast with Santa.  Bertolino seconded (8 yes).  The motion carried. 

Pacella moved to approve the attached special education transportation agreement with Mr.  & Mrs. Larry Seals, effective September 19, 2019.  Allebach seconded (8 yes).  The motion carried. 

Sylvester moved to approve the facility request made by Mr. Larry Brown for the use of the Football Parking Lot on October 25, 2019 from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM for the purpose of asking patrons to sign a petition to add channel 33 to Comcast.  Pacella seconded (8 yes).  The motion carried. 

Bertolino moved to place on the agenda the water testing approval.  Allebach seconded (8 yes).  The motion carried. 

	Dr. Hink called for public comment.  There was none. 

Bertolino moved to approve the water testing lab results for the 2019-20 school year.  Allebach seconded (8 yes).  The motion carried. 

New Business (7:49 PM)
Dr. Hink called for new business at 7:49 PM. 

There was no new business brought before the Board. 
 
Adjourn (7:50 PM) 
Bertolino moved to adjourn the regular meeting at 7:50 PM. Allebach seconded (8 yes).  The motion carried. 




____________________________________________

Samantha C. Laverty, Board Secretary
